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DSPS UNIPV - CDN Research Grants 2021/2022 
 
Call for Proposals for COVID Research: Research Committee Review and Decision 
September 15, 2021 
 
Background 
In the framework of the initiative ‘Cooperation in Human Development: a Research and Higher Education 
Project in Kenya’, with the financial support of the Italian Agency for Cooperation and Development (AICS), a 
Call for Proposals for Research Grants from the Department of Social and Political Sciences and the 
Cooperation and Development Network (DSPSUNIPV-CDN) was issued on April 16, 2021 to CDN member 
program coordinators.  By the June 30, 2021 proposal submission deadline, seven eligible applications were 
received.  These are summarized in Table 1. 
 
Table 1 
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Selection process 
In accordance with the Call, a Selection Committee of professors and researchers drawn from the AICS-UNIPV 
project's Research Committee was formed.  Professors David Kirimi (KU), Steve Akoth (TUC) and Giovanna 
Prennushi (UNIPV) were nominated to the Selection Committee.  The Selection Committee met on August 
30, 2021, examined the proposals, and made a recommendation to the Research Committee. 
 
The Selection Committee recommended that five proposals be approved, two unconditionally and three 
conditional on submitting by Sept. 30 a letter by a senior researcher who commits to supervising the 
research, as the support letters provided do not specifically indicate that the writer will be providing support 
to the proponent(s).  The Selection Committee also recommended that two proposals not be approved. 
 
Table 2: Proposals recommended by the Selection Committee to the Research Committee 

 
 
 
  



 
 

COOPERATING IN HUMAN DEVELOPMENT: A RESEARCH AND HIGHER EDUCATION PROJECT IN KENYA 

 

                                                           

3 

Decision 
At its September 15, 2021 meeting, the Research Committee unanimously endorsed the Selection 
Committee's recommendations.  The final decisions are summarized in Table 3. 
 
Table 3: Final decisions 

  
 
 
Next steps 
Candidates will be informed of the decision, which will also be posted on the CDN and research project 
websites.  Candidates whose proposals are approved unconditionally and candidates who fulfill the 
conditions will sign the scholarship contract and can begin work. 
 
 
 
 


